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PHYSICAL THERAPY AFFILIATED CREDENTIALING BOARD 
MARCH 17, 2005 

MINUTES 
 
PRESENT: Laurie Kontney; Otto Cordero; Barbara Flaherty. 
 
STAFF: Tom Ryan, Bureau Director; Jacquelynn Rothstein, DRL Board Counsel; Tina 

Horton, Bureau Assistant. 
 
GUESTS: Nicole Boryczka, WPTA;  
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Laurie Kontney, Chair, called the meeting to order at 8:50 a.m. 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Additions: 
 
Letter from Ann E Tyminski, FSBPT Board Liaison as Item G. 
Budget from FSBPT as Item G. 
DOE Report as Item J 
DOE submitted latest submission from Paul Abler’s attorney as Item J 
“Review of File for Jennifer M. Miller, PTA” as after Item J. 
“Closed Session-Review of reapplication for licensure” as after Item J. 
 

MOTION: Barbara Flaherty moved, seconded by Otto Cordero, to approve the 
agenda with additions.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 28, 2004 

 
Amendments: 
 
Delete Tamie Buckingham’s name under the heading “Approval of Agenda” listed under 
additions, first line regarding the 5 applications. 
 

MOTION: Barbara Flaherty moved, seconded by Otto Cordero, to approve the 
minutes as amended.  Motion carried unanimously.   
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 

The board agreed to keep the positions currently held the same.  They are as follows: 
 
 Chair:   Laurie Kontney 
 Vice Chair: Otto Cordero  
 Secretary: Barbara Flaherty 
 
 Screening Panel:  Laurie Kontney and Barbara Flaherty 
 Licensing:        Otto Cordero 
 

MOTION:  Barbara Flaherty moved, seconded by Otto Cordero to keep the current 
Physical Therapists Affiliated Credentialing Board liaison and panel members the same 
or as listed above.  Motion carried unanimously. 

  
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 

 
The Bureau Director discussed with the board Department hotel and travel policies.  He clarified 
that each Board is entitled to one trip per year at Department expense.  He indicated that the new 
policy for hotels requires Board members to cancel their own rooms if they will not keep a 
reservation and that failure to cancel will result in the Board member being billed for invoices 
received by the Department.  The Bureau Assistant distributed copies of the most current of the 
hotel and travel policies which include all of the hotel phone numbers. 
 

BUDGET UPDATE 
 

The Bureau Director discussed the Governor’s budget proposal as it relates to the Department of 
Regulation and Licensing.  Discussion ensued on the provision that would consolidate all 
Department attorneys at the Division of Administration.  The board made the decision at that 
time to appoint board chair Laurie Kontney to write a letter to Ms. Sandra Rowe, Deputy 
Secretary; the Governor’s office and the office of the Joint Finance Committee voicing the 
boards’ position of opposition to the Attorney Consolidation proposal.  The board chair will also 
follow up with a phone call to each who will be receiving written communication from the board 
as to the status of the Attorney Consolidation proposal.   
 

MOTION:   Otto Cordero moved, seconded by Barbara Flaherty to appoint the Board 
Chair to write a letter to the Joint Finance Committee, with a copy to the 
Governor’s Office in opposition to the Attorney consolidation proposal 
and for the Chair to call the Deputy Secretary to discuss the proposal.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
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BOARD TRAVEL REQUESTS 
 
Spring 2006 WPTA Meeting: 
 

MOTION:   Laurie Kontney moved, seconded by Barbara Flaherty, to appoint Otto 
Cordero and Jacquelynn Rothstein to speak at the spring 2006 WPTA 
conference.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
FSBPT 2005 National Meeting: 
 

MOTION:   Laurie Kontney moved, seconded by Barbara Flaherty, to appoint Otto 
Cordero as the delegate, Laurie Kontney as the alternate, for the FSBPT 
2005 National Meeting in Austin, TX, September 9-12, 2005 and to 
appoint the Bureau Director or his designee as the Department 
representative.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Jurisprudence Examination Re-Take Policy and Plan to Review Oral Exam Questions: 
 
Gail Pizzarro addressed the board regarding the exam re-take policy and how she addresses 
questions from candidates who fail the exam concerning preparation for their next attempt.    
 
Ms. Pizzarro requested that the board meet on either May 11th, 2005 or May 18th, 2005 to review 
the oral examination questions.  Laurie Kontney suggested that a Physical Therapist Assistant be 
invited for guidance in that area of the examination.  Ms. Pizzarro will contact board members to 
confirm a definite date after she reviews her calendar. 
 
NPTE Examination Limits and Re-Taking After Failures: 
 
No action was taken on this item. 
 
Equivalency Reports from the International Consultants of Delaware: 
 
After discussion among the board members it was decided that the Department would research 
how the equivalency form is completed.  Was it by credit number or credit content?  The board 
asked that Tamie compile her results and bring those before the board at their next meeting dated 
July 14, 2005.  It was advised to Ms. Buckingham by Bureau Director, Tom Ryan, that she 
consult with Cathy Pond in this matter with regards to her research resources. 
 
Informational Items: 
 
Noted. 
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CLOSED SESSION 
 

MOTION: Barbara Flaherty moved, seconded by Otto Cordero, to convene to closed 
session to deliberate on cases following hearing (Wis. Stat. § 19.85 (1) 
(a)); consider closing disciplinary investigation with administrative 
warning (Wis. Stat. § 19.85 (1) (b), and Wis. Stat. § 440.205); consider 
individual histories or disciplinary data (Wis. Stat. § 19.85 (1) (f)); and to 
confer with legal counsel (Wis. Stat. § 19.85 (1) (g)).  Otto Cordero, yes; 
Barbara Flaherty – yes; Laurie Kontney – yes.  Motion carried 
unanimously in a roll call vote. 

 
The Board convened into closed session at 11:47am 
 

RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING CLOSED 
SESSION 

 
MOTION: Barbara Flaherty moved, seconded by Otto Cordero, to reconvene into 

open session.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 

VOTING ON ITEMS DELIBERATED ON IN CLOSED SESSION 
 

PROPOSED DECISION REGARDING KAREN L. DOERING 
 

MOTION: This matter was put over until the July meeting of the Board. 
 

LICENSE REINSTATEMENT IN THE MATTER OF PAUL ABLER 
 

MOTION: Otto Cordero moved, seconded by Barbara Flaherty, to reinstate the 
license of Paul Abler and to limit it under the following terms: 

 
1) A Procedural Manual must be submitted by Mr. Abler to the board 

and must include the following: 
a. His Informed Consent Procedure; 
b. His procedures when treating females; 
c. A Patient Satisfaction Survey mechanism; 
d. A plan for appointment of mentor for one year with a re-
evaluation by the board after the year is completed; 
e. No home visits. 

 
2)  Therapy with current psycho-therapist to continue at the interval of 

once per month, with written reports and therapy sessions to 
increase if the therapist deems it necessary; 

 
3) A discharge letter from Probation and Parole office; 
 
4) Progress will need to be reviewed by the board after one year; 
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5) If there is probable cause to believe that a violation of the limited 

license provisions, license will be suspended.  
 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

APPLICATION REVIEW – SCOTT M. GEHRIG 
 

MOTION: Ms. Flaherty moved, seconded by Mr. Cordero, that if Mr. Gehring passes 
the examination, he may be licensed when all other application 
requirements are complete.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
APPLICATION REVIEW – JENNIFER M. MILLER 

 
MOTION: Ms. Flaherty moved, seconded by Mr. Cordero, in favor of this matter 

being deferred pending review of more information regarding the 
conviction.  If it is decided that the conviction is no further concern of the 
Board, the license can be issued with the file referred to DOE for 
investigation. 

 
APPLICATION ISSUES 

 
MOTION: Otto Cordero moved, seconded by Barbara Flaherty, to interview applicant 

Kristi Knutson at the July meeting prior to making a decision on her 
application. 

 
EXAMINATION ISSUES 

 
MOTION: Barbara Flaherty moved, seconded by Otto Cordero, to accept the passing 

scores of all oral examination candidates. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

MOTION: Otto Cordero moved, seconded by Barbara Flaherty, to adjourn the 
meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 
The meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m. 

 
 


